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SENIOR PUPIL CHOICES: INTRODUCTION  
  
You will have heard the years S4-S6 referred to as the ñSenior Phaseò.  It is a time 
when pupils begin to focus more narrowly on their individual learning pathway focussing on 
perhaps a chosen career aspiration or the subjects they enjoy most.  
 

As a school we are very keen to ensure that during their senior phase pupils gain a range of 
qualifications, skills, experiences and opportunities which will help them to engage in the 
process of learning both in school and into later life as well.  
 

Senior Phase qualifications are demanding. To achieve the highest levels of 
success, pupils require commitment from the start; they will be involved in on-going 
assessment; independent study; and consistently high levels of class work. It requires pupils 
to demonstrate the motivation needed to meet strict deadlines. Maintaining good attendance 
and punctuality is also crucial.  
  
As a Country, the next ten years will be crucial for young adults. On leaving school, the 
circumstances they face are unprecedented. With that in mind, we have a range of other 
opportunities on offer both within the choice booklet and in wider aspects of the senior 
phase.  These include Duke of Edinburgh, Saltire, other Leadership Awards, volunteering and 
community involvement, placements and courses at other schools.  It can appear complex but 
teachers, guidance staff and the careers advisor can all offer advice and support.  
  
We need learners and families to think deeply about their choices and the individual 
learner pathway needed for each pupil to reach their chosen positive destination.  
  
I look forward to meeting you, even virtually, at our course choice meeting to discuss the 
choice process and support available.  
  
  
  
Ross McLaren  
Headteacher  
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From the UNCRC: 

 

Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) 

Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters 

affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right 

applies at all times, for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions 

or the childôs day-to-day home life.  

 

Article 13 (freedom of expression)  

Every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all 

kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. 

 

Article 28 (right to education)  

Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and 

different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in 

schools must respect childrenôs dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help 

poorer countries achieve this. 

 

Article 29 (goals of education) 

Education must develop every childôs personality, talents and abilities to the full. It 

must encourage the childôs respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 

parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 
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QUALIFICATION TYPES 
 
Before making any choices, it is important to understand the different types of qualifications 
on offer at Harlaw Academy and the Scottish Credit and Qualification Framework (SCQF). 
The SCQF is Scotlandôs national qualifications framework.  

 
Each qualification is allocated a level and number of credit points issued by the SCQF. This 

is a way of comparing Scottish qualifications. The level of qualification shows how difficult 

the learning is. The credit points show how much learning time is involved achieving the 

qualification. Each credit point represents an average of 10 hours of learning. 

SCQF can help: 

¶ decide how you progress in your learning 

¶ understand qualifications you are not familiar with 

¶ employers understand different types of qualifications and help development of 
employees skills 

¶ colleges and universities identify the level that has been studied in a particular subject 
and make it easier to transfer credit points between different learning programmes 

¶ provide recognition for other areas of your learning that may contribute to your personal 
development and your future goals. 
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There are 12 levels of SCQF qualifications. At school we focus on levels 1-7. 

The full framework with credit point information can be accessed at: https://scqf. 
org.uk/interactive-framework/  

Level Qualifications available at School Level 
7 Advanced Higher, SQA Award 

 

6 Higher, Modern Apprenticeships, National Progression Awards, SQA Award 
 

5 National 5, National Progression Awards, SQA Award 
 

4 National 4, National Progression Awards, SQA Award 
 

3 National 3, National Progression Awards, SQA Award 
 

2 National 2, National Progression Awards, SQA Award 
 

1 National 1, SQA Award 
 

 

Types of Award Courses on Offer at Harlaw Academy 

¶ National Courses  

The purpose of National Courses is to enable certification and recognition for the 

programmes of work that learners carry out in the senior phase of secondary 

education. The broad objectives of National Courses are to provide high standards, 

and breadth and depth of learning for individual learners. National Courses provide a 

qualifications framework which enables the provision of a formal statement of a 

learnerôs achievement against a defined standard. They are a marketable 

qualification for progression into further study, training and employment. 

National courses are at SCQF Levels 1-7 

 

¶ National Progression Awards (NPAs) 

National Progression Awards (NPAs) are aimed at assessing a defined set of skills 

and knowledge in specialist vocational areas. NPAs link to National Occupational 

Standards, which are the basis of SVQs (Scottish Vocational Qualifications). 

National Progression Awards (NPAs) are available in a variety of sectors, from 

Construction and Childcare to areas such as Digital Literacy and Social Software. 

NPAs are offered from SCQF Levels 2 to 6 and are delivered in schools, colleges 

and employers.  

 

¶ SQA Awards 

SQA Awards are designed to recognise Wider Achievement and the development of 

skills which will help learners to succeed in todayôs world. Wider Achievement 

recognises the life and work skills that come from a wide range of activities which can 
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include sport, mentoring, voluntary work or fundraising activities. These awards are 

suitable for a broad range of learners. 

SQA Awards are offered from SCQF levels 1 to 6. 

 
HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHOICES 
 
Before making decisions about your course choice for next session, you can discuss this with 
a variety of sources within and out with the school.  Guidance, advice and support can be 
sought from subject Principal Teachers, Course Teachers, Guidance Teacher, the Careers 
Adviser and your parents/carers. You should also give consideration to the following before 
making the final decision on your course choice: 
 

¶ your ability/progress within subjects undertaken in previous years (refer to your Reports) 

¶ your future career plans and aspirations 

¶ your interest and enjoyment in the subject 
 
 

COMPLETING THE COURSE CHOICE SHEET 
 

¶ Read the course choice booklet carefully. 
 

¶ Refer to your report so that you are aware of teacher recommendations. 
 

¶ Seek advice and support as necessary from the sources mentioned above. 
 

¶ Do not make final decisions before you have had your meeting with your Coursing 
Teacher. 

 

¶ Complete the choice form by the deadline date.   
                                                                                                                            

¶ Pupils in S2 should choose one subject from each column. Subjects can only be 
chosen once. 

 
 

¶ Late submission will result in your course requests being considered after that of 
other pupils. 

 

¶ Pupils in S2 will also do Core PE, PSE and Core RE. 
 

¶ Please note that you should consider your choice carefully. Pupils are expected to stick 
with the subjects they choose. There is very little scope to change course, and then 
only in exceptional circumstances. 

 
 
VIABILITY OF COURSES 
 
Every effort will be made to provide your preferences. However, low uptake, availability of staff 
and accommodation may prevent certain options from operating. 
 
 

HARLAW ACADEMY CLASSES 
 
Level 4 & 5 classes will be taught for 3/4 periods a week.  
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COURSE:  English and Literacy  FACULTY:  English and Literacy 
 
LEVEL:  National 4  DEPT:  English 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS 

Suitable for S4 pupils who have a pass at National 3, or for S3 pupils who are working at levels 
2/3 in class. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

English: Analysis and Evaluation 
Through the study of straightforward texts in the contexts of literature, language or media, 
learners will use their listening and reading skills to provide evidence of their ability to 
understand, analyse and evaluate, as appropriate to purpose and audience.  
 
English: Creation and Production 
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their talking and writing skills to create and 
produce straightforward texts in a chosen context. Learners will be required to demonstrate 
technical accuracy in written texts. 
 
Literacy 
Through a range of reading, listening, writing, and speaking tasks learners will provide 
evidence of their literacy skills. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

The course is assessed internally. Assessments will be variable in form and will allow learners 
to achieve the unit passes for each of the courseôs units. One important assessment is the 
Added Value Unit, where learners work on a context of their choosing to show their capabilities 
in reading, writing, talking and listening. 
 
HOMEWORK 

There will be a variety of homework tasks issued over the length of the course, ranging from 
reading or writing activities, to talk practice, to research. Learners will also be expected to 
undertake regular personal reading. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

This Course or its Units may provide progression to other qualifications in English (National 5) 
or related areas in school, OR further study elsewhere, or employment or training. 
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COURSE:  English  FACULTY:  English and Literacy 
 
LEVEL:  National 5  DEPT:  English 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS 

Suitable for S5/6 pupils who have a pass at National 4, or for S3/4 pupils who have been 
working at levels 3/4 in class in S3. This course is ideal for those pupils who wish to continue 
their study of literature and/or eventually go on to attempt Higher English. Pupils are advised 
to speak to their English teachers who will advise as to the best option here, taking into account 
the quality of work produced in previous years.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Through the study of detailed texts in the contexts of literature, language or media, learners 
will use their listening and reading skills to provide evidence of their ability to understand, 
analyse and evaluate, as appropriate to purpose and audience. Learners will study at least 
one Scottish text. 
 
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their talking and writing skills to create and 
produce detailed texts in a chosen context. Learners will be required to demonstrate technical 
accuracy in written texts. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

The course is assessed both internally and externally. External assessment consists of a 
Writing Portfolio, through which learners will demonstrate their writing skills, and an 
Examination, through which learners will demonstrate their reading and writing skills. The 
Internal Assessment is the Spoken Language component where learners are required to 
produce and respond to oral texts. 
 
HOMEWORK 

There will be a variety of homework tasks issued over the length of the course, ranging from 
reading or writing activities, to talk practice, to research. Learners will also be expected to 
undertake regular personal reading of a challenging and varied nature. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

This Course or its Units may provide progression to other qualifications in English (Higher) or 
related areas in school, or further study elsewhere, or employment or training. 
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COURSE:  Media  FACULTY:  English and Literacy 
 
LEVEL: S3  DEPT:  English 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS 
 
Suitable for pupils working at level 2/3 or above in English. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Analysing Media: 
 
By studying television, film and online media texts, learners will develop their skills in media 
literacy. This involves understanding the role media plays in our lives and the different ways 
in which it can have an impact on us. 
 
Creating Media: 
 
Pupils will learn about media production and develop the skills to plan and create their own 
media texts, including short films, adverts and television shows.  
 
ASSESSMENT 

The course is assessed internally. Assessments - which include the media assignment - will 
be variable and will allow learners to achieve passes for each of the courseôs units. For pupils 
continuing with the course into S4, these passes can be used towards a qualification in Media. 
 
HOMEWORK 

There will be a variety of homework tasks issued over the length of the course. Learners will 
be asked to conduct research, study media texts from different sources, and make their own 
new pieces of media. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

This course may provide progression to other qualifications in Media (National 4 or 5) or 
related areas in school. 
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COURSE:  Mathematics  FACULTY:  Mathematics & Numeracy 
 
LEVEL:  National 4  DEPT:  Mathematics 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS 

Recommendation from teacher 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The National 4 Mathematics Course provides learners with opportunities to continue to acquire 
and develop the mathematical skills that are important for learning, life and work. Learners will 
be able to apply straightforward Numeracy, algebra, trigonometry, geometry and statistical 
skills. 
 
The course comprises of 3 units; Expressions & Formulae, Relationships and Numeracy. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

Pupils must pass 3 Unit Assessments and an Added Value Assessment. The course is 
awarded on a Pass/Fail basis. 
 
Upon completion of the course, pupils may also be given the opportunity to achieve National 
5 Numeracy. 
 
HOMEWORK 

Pupils will be expected to complete a formal homework exercise for each topic. Regular 
independent revision is also essential. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

This course will help develop the numeracy skills that are essential for everyday life. Problem 
solving is a transferable skill that can be used in a number of areas of employment. 
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COURSE:  Mathematics  FACULTY:  Mathematics & Numeracy 
 
LEVEL:  National 5  DEPT:  Mathematics 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS 

Recommendation from teacher 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The National 5 Mathematics Course allows for the development of skills required to interpret 
and analyse information and solve problems. There is a particular focus on Numeracy, 
algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

Pupils will be regularly assessed throughout the year in order to measure progress. 
 
Upon completion of the course, pupils will sit a Course Assessment, comprising two papers 
(Non-Calculator and Calculator). This course is graded. 
 
As part of the course, pupils will also be given the opportunity to achieve National 5 Numeracy. 
 
HOMEWORK 

Pupils will be expected to complete regular ófinishing-offô homework and a formal homework 
exercise for each topic. Regular independent revision is also essential. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

The course will be of relevance to pupils who wish to pursue a career in areas such as science, 
engineering, technology or finance. Analysis, logic and problem solving are transferable skills 
that can be used in a number of sectors. 
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COURSE:  Applications of Mathematics  FACULTY:  Mathematics & Numeracy 
 
LEVEL:  National 5  DEPT:  Mathematics 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS 

All pupils will start S3 on a Maths pathway working towards National 5 or National 4 in S4. 
Towards the end of S3, selected pupils will be directed on the Applications of Maths pathway. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The National 5 Applications of Mathematics Course allows for the development of skills 
required to be able to handle information and mathematical tasks in real-life contexts. There 
is a particular focus on Numeracy, finance, geometry and statistics. The course differs from 
Mathematics in the reduced level of algebra and trigonometry. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

Pupils will be regularly assessed throughout the year in order to measure progress. 
 
Upon completion of the course, pupils will sit a Course Assessment, comprising two papers 
(Non-Calculator and Calculator). This course is graded. 
 
As part of the course, pupils will also be given the opportunity to achieve National 5 Numeracy. 
 
HOMEWORK 

Pupils will be expected to complete regular ófinishing-offô homework and formal homework 
exercises. Regular independent revision is also essential. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

The course will be of relevance to pupils who wish to pursue a career in areas of finance or 

data analysis. In many cases, Applications of Mathematics is accepted as an alternative to 

Mathematics for careers such as Primary teaching, social work or nursing. Analysis, logic 

and problem solving are transferable skills that can be used in a number of sectors 
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COURSE:  Art and Design   FACULTY:  Expressive Arts 
 
LEVEL:  National 4/5   DEPT:  Art & Design 
 
Selecting this course option in S3 will allow you to develop a folio designed to maximise your 
potential to complete BGE levels 3 and 4. You will also be building on the skills required for 
tackling the requirements of the National course described below. The focus of S3 will be in 
expanding the range of art materials you have access to, developing your understanding of 
the design process and building your understanding of how Artists and Designers create. 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY LEVELS MOVING INTO S4 

For National 4 ï Level 3 in S3 
For National 5 ï Level 4 in S3 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Expressive:  This mainly involves drawing, painting and printed work. Candidates will choose 
a topic such as still life, portraiture, figure composition or landscape and produce high quality 
observed drawings, colour studies, ideas sketches and original finished work. 
 
Design:  Students will negotiate their own design problem to investigate and solve using an 
extended Design Brief and the Design Process.  Pupils are encouraged to investigate a 
product, relevant to their own experience. 
 
Art & Design Studies: Students will produce a body of research based on artists and 
designers work from their specialist area of study e.g. still life painting, natural environment, 
product design, and graphic design. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

National 4 are internally assessed on a pass or fail basis. 
 
National 5 
Expressive Unit - a folio of work is completed in class and sent to SQA to be marked 
externally (100 marks) 
 
Design Unit - a design project is completed in class during the session and sent to SQA to 
be marked externally (100 marks) 
 
Art & Design Studies - a one hour written examination is sent to SQA and marked externally 
(50 marks) 
 
HOMEWORK 

Written homework including Exam Paper practice questions will be issued to support the 
teaching of the Art and Design Studies area. An additional commitment and willingness to 
work out with class timetabled time e.g. study periods, lunchtime, after school, at home will be 
expected during the course of the year in order to complete Practical and Written Folio 
deadlines and ensure a high standard of finished work. 
 
CAREER INFORMATION 

Essential as part of an entry to FE College courses in Art & Design requiring a portfolio of art 
work.  There are many fields of study where training in Art & Design is needed:  map making; 
technical illustrations; book illustration; cartoons; natural history illustration; fashion design; 
architecture; packaging design; animation; graphic design; product design; interior design; 
textile design; and fine art. 
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