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23rd April 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,               
 
In February, I wrote to all parents and senior pupils providing details on the Alternative Certification Model that has 

been devised by the 2021 National Qualifications Group in response to the cancellation of this sessions SQA 

examination diet. The Alternative Certification Model aims to ensure fair and credible results for all National 5, Higher 

and Advanced Higher learners. Schools, colleges, training providers, local authorities and SQA are committed to 

working together to support teachers and lecturers in providing their provisional results in 2020-21.  Full details on 

the Alternative Certification Model can be found on the following SQA link: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96760.html 

As part of the process, over the next 6 weeks, our senior pupils will be undertaking various assessment activities in 

order to help generate further evidence that will go towards the portfolio of evidence that will be used to make final 

grade judgements that will be submitted to the SQA in June. 

The final provisional grades that are submitted to the SQA will undergo rigorous School, Local Authority and National 

Quality Assurance procedures. 

The various assessment activities that pupils will undertake will be done in class.  Any pupil who is entitled to any 

additional assessment arrangement will be catered for and this may be done in class or in an alternative location out 

of class depending on the required arrangement. Teachers are liaising with our Principal Teacher for Support for 

Learning to ensure that any pupil who requires additional assessment arrangements, receives the provision.  

Class teachers have been having conversations with their pupils in order to agree suitable assessment dates.  In order 

to help pupils have an overview of the assessment activities over the next 6 weeks, we have created a schedule.  Please 

find the schedule attached.  

We have taken on board feedback from a pupil focus group and used this feedback to make improvements to the 

schedule.  Please note that this schedule is flexible as we want to ensure that we do not over burden any pupil and 

that we support pupils as much as we possibly can.  Most pupils will only have one classroom assessment in a day.  

Any pupil who is feeling anxious about the scheduling of any of their assessments should contact their Guidance 

Teacher and we will work with the pupil to find a suitable solution. 

If you have any concerns or queries, please contact your child’s Guidance teacher. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Miss A McLellan 
 
Acting Depute Head Teacher 
SQA Coordinator 
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