
 

   

 

29 January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Headteacher Update 
 
 
I am pleased to write to you again to update you on a number of key issues.  
 

1. School Assessment Update 
2. Remote Learning 
3. Distribution of Chromebooks to pupils 
4. Reporting to parents and carers 
5. Curriculum review and impact to this year’s coursing arrangements 

 
 

1. School Assessment Update 
We have received further advice from the Scottish Government which I share with you below. 
 
With remote learning continuing until at least mid-February, the National Qualifications 2021 
Group* appreciates that you may be anxious to know how this will impact on your child and their 
school or college. 
 
We have written to schools and colleges to remind them that maximising learning and teaching 
time remains the current priority. Overall assessment of your child’s educational achievements 
(also described as attainment) should therefore take place once they are back in school or 
college.  
 
Evidence of your child’s attainment remains a key part of awarding their grades in 2021. During 
January and February 2021, SQA is publishing subject-specific guidance and assessment 
resources for Higher and Advanced Higher courses. This will support teachers and lecturers 
with assessment planning for later in the 2020-21 session. 
 
Understanding Standards 
Ensuring that your child’s assessment is marked to the national standard is critical for reassuring 
everyone that qualification results in 2021 are credible. Teachers and lecturers are being 
supported by Understanding Standards resources produced by SQA. These resources form an 
important part of quality assurance and support teachers and lecturers by helping them 
strengthen their understanding of the national standard required for assessment. 
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Keeping you updated 
All partners are working as quickly as possible in an evolving situation and will continue to issue 
regular updates on the next steps. Ministers will update Parliament about lockdown measures 
and the reopening of schools and colleges on 2 February 2021. 
 
Whilst helpful, all of our future arrangements revolve around key information relating to how and 
when pupils may start returning to school.  We eagerly await the update on 2 February as this 
is likely to inform our decisions around the upcoming senior phase assessment week we had 
originally planned for mid-February. Whilst it is likely we will have to postpone our planned 
assessments; pupils should continue to revise and prepare accordingly until told otherwise.  
 

2. Remote Learning 
We would like to thank all pupils for their efforts to date.  Ably supported by those at home of 
course! We welcomed the feedback you provided through our recent survey. The high level 
messages were as follows; 
 
Q5 How do you feel about the amount of work provided in each subject area? 
 

TOO MUCH JUST RIGHT NOT ENOUGH 

8% 77% 14% 

 

Q6 How do you feel about the amount of interactive learning offered by each subject area? 

  
MY CHILD HAS 
EXPERIENCED 

INTERACTIVE LESSONS 
IN THIS SUBJECT AREA. 

MY CHILD HAS NOT 
EXPERIENCED INTERACTIVE 
LESSONS IN THIS SUBJECT 

AREA 

I DO NOT KNOW 

42% 31% 26% 

 

Q7 How do you feel about the amount of support/instruction given? 

  
TOO MUCH JUST RIGHT NOT ENOUGH 

1% 81% 18% 

 
The results to questions 5 and 7 are very encouraging and testament to the huge amount of 
work being undertaken by teachers. The results for Question 6, however, concern me as these 
suggest that parents and carers believe that only 42% of our school pupils are accessing our 
interactive learning programme.  We know the number of pupils accessing is significantly higher 
than this. I would wish to reassure you we are carrying out further investigations to better 
understand and shape our actions going forward. 

 
3. Distribution of Chromebooks to pupils 

I am happy to confirm that in addition to issuing a number of Chromebooks prior to the Christmas 
break, we have been working hard to distribute the remainder over the past two weeks.  We 
have now exhausted our supply.  However, we have been successful in purchasing an additional 
300 Chromebooks and we await their arrival.  As soon as these arrive, we will begin issuing to 
the remainder of pupils in S1-3.  Whilst clearly useful during our period of remote learning, I am 
excited about the prospect of using these in school to enhance our teaching practice in school 
as well. 
 
Please can I stress again, if your child requires a Chromebook and/or internet access, please 
contact our school office.  Whilst our supply has ran out, we can still access ‘loan devices’ from 
Aberdeen City Council if required. 
 
 

 



 

   

4. Reporting to parents and carers 
You will be aware that we circulated our reporting schedule before Christmas. I am happy to 
confirm that we have begun this process and successfully distributed our first set of reports to 
parents and carers of pupils in S1.  We are processing our second set for pupils in S4-6 and 
these are due to be sent home shortly. 
 

5. Curriculum review and impact to this year’s coursing arrangements 
One of the actions initiated by my predecessor involved reviewing our curriculum model. This 
very much involves looking at what subjects we offer at every level, how much time we allocate 
to these subjects, how many choices we ask pupils to make and in which years these choices 
are made.  
 
We have committed to a wide-ranging curricular review.  Given the national pandemic and the 
impact this has had on schooling, now is a good time to undertake this review. Any 
recommendations for change will very much take into account the current situation and allow us 
to respond to the emerging needs of our pupils.  
 
Depute Headteacher, Mrs Rennie, is leading our review and has already undertaken preliminary 
discussions with various focus groups involving staff, pupils and members of the Parent Council. 
Throughout February, we plan to undertake further consultation with all stakeholders and will 
work to ensure that all views are taken into account when trying to rationalise any changes we 
collectively believe to be required. 
 
Clearly this work, along with the continued impact of the current lockdown, will have an impact 
on how and when we undertake course choice for all pupils.  With so many unknowns at present, 
it is difficult to suggest a definitive plan.  However, I will write to you again over the coming weeks 
and months and ensure that you have all of the information you require to support at home.  As 
always, if you have any questions or need more information that we have provided, please 
contact your child’s Guidance Teacher in the first instance.  
 
To be clear, subject choice for pupils in both senior phase and junior years will not take place 
during the month of February.  That said, we will of course be beginning processes in PSE 
classes which will allow pupils to begin to think about course choice as well as support our 
review processes. 

   
Finally, can I please thank you once again for your continued support.  In our recent survey it was 
incredibly uplifting to read so many comments demonstrating understanding of the significant effort 
being undertaken by staff under incredibly challenging circumstances.  On behalf of my colleagues, 
please can I share our collective gratitude for the efforts made by you and your family. We all 
recognise these are challenging times for everyone, but I believe that the courage, dedication and 
resilience demonstrated by our whole schooling community is testament to our strength of character. 
It gives me great hope we will get through this, together. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr R McLaren 
Head Teacher 


