
 

 

 

 

 
Over the last few years at Harlaw Academy a great deal has been done to increase 
pupil participation and to promote the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) with pupils.  Pupils know, or should know, that UNCRC is made up of 42 
main articles.  A copy of the articles can be found on the school website.  They 
should also know that: 

 Children are ‘rights holders’ – in other words all children should have all of the 
rights and nobody can give them or take them away. 

 Adults are ‘duty bearers’ – in other words adults have a duty to help ensure that 
all children ‘recognise’ and are able to ‘realise’ all of their rights. 

  
Our pupils should understand that there are children in the world who will be missing 
out on some of their rights and there will be some adults who fall short of their duty to 
uphold the rights of children. 
 
Our pupls will be able to identify situations in the world, such as refugee children or 
children in war zones where, children are not able to enjoy or exercise their rights.  
They will also be able to point to situations in their own communities where children 
are not enjoying their rights.  Examples might include children who are relying on 
food banks to survive or children who are subject to violence or discrimination. 
 
Our pupils will also be able to identify actions which have been taken in the school to 
help enable children to enjoy their rights more fully.  These include; 

 Collecting clothes for children in the migrant camps in Calais 

 Contributing to the food bank trolley 

 Campaigning for improvements to the school facilities eg playgrounds, toilets 

 Contributing to the creation of classrooms in a school in Rwanda 

 Sponsoring a Rwandan child through their education 

 Reporting cases of bullying or abuse 

 Requesting new clubs and activities 
 
Most improtantly our pupils should understand that Child rights are, or should be, 

 Universal – they apply to every child in the world 

 Unconditional – they are held by the child not given out by anyone 

 Indivisable – they come as a bundle not in small bits 

 Inalienable - children have them, ‘they are stuck on’ to every child 

 Inherent – they come with the child, children do not have to ask to get them 
 
Harlaw Academy did not invent UNCRC and we do not have to sign up to uphold the 
convention - our Governments did so on our behalf.  However, we do have to ensure 
that all children and adults linked to the school know about the convention and that 
we ensure children are able to ‘recognise and realise’ all of their rights.  This will help 
ensure that the children in our community will survive and thrive. 
 
We have placed information on the school website to help pupils and 
parents to gain a deeper understanding of UNCRC.  This includes 
references to UNICEF UK resources as well as materials from the 
Children and Young People’s Commisioner (Scotland). 
 
The purpose of this newsletter is to ensure all parents and partners who work with 
the school are aware of our commitment to promote the UN Convention on the rights 
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of the child and to ensure we all have a shared understanding of what this means in 
practice.  The convention is all about ensuring that children can live in dignity and 
that by doing so they can be safe, happy and develpop to their full potential. 
 
Parents can help promote these ideas in a number of ways including; 

 Being aware of the convention and helping recognise and realise child rights 

 Helping children to recognise and realise each others rights 

 Communicating to children in a rights respecting way 
 

The following examples may prompt a bit of discussion at home around rights: 
 

Example 1:  Your child says they have a right to express their views and in their view 
they can stay up as late as they want – who is right? 
 
Article 12: You have the right to give your opinion, and for adults to listen and take it seriously. 
Article 3: All adults should do what is best for you. When adults make decisions, they should think 

about how their decisions will affect children. 

 
Whilst the child has given their opinion the adult should still feel empowered to 
challenge the view eg if it a school day then an early night would be better. 

 

Example 2:  Your child has wants to hang out with their friends rather than stay in 
doing their hoework as you suggest – how do rights help resolve this? 
 
Article 15:  You have the right to choose your own friends and join or set up groups, as long as it isn't 

harmful to others. 
Article 31:  You have the right to play and rest. 
Article 28:  You have the right to a good quality education.  You should be encouraged to go to school 

to the highest level you can. 
Article 29:   Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It should also 

help you learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people. 

 
On balance this is saying rest and play are improtant but so is the school work.  It 
may be a question of making time for both.  Also keep in mind the two articles in the 
box above.  The adult will act in a way that is in the best interests of the child.  

 

Example 3:  Your child says they are worried about a friend who has fallen in with a 
‘bad crowd’ and is in danger of bullying, harm or exploitation – how do you react? 
 
Article 19:  You have the right to be protected from being hurt and mistreated, in body or mind 
Article 36:  You have the right to protection from any kind of exploitation (being taken advantage of). 
Article 39:  You have the right to help if you've been hurt, neglected or badly treated. 

 

Encourage discussion of rights as it will protect any child who is in danger.  It is 
important something is done before a risk of danger becomes a reality. 

 
Youngsters who attend Harlaw Academy should feel safe, included and feel their 
views are taken into account.  We have created systems to hear their views and to 
involve them more fully in school improvements. They should feel that they are 
respected and treated with dignity.  This will enable them to develop fully, realise 
their potential and make a positive contribution to their community. 
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